
SUNDAY, Dec. 12, 2021           
The Third Sunday of Advent 
 
Readings:  
1)  Zephaniah 3:14-18a  

2) Philippians 4:4-7  

3) Luke 3:10-18  

 

FOCUS:  Rejoice in the Lord always.  

  

As we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, our Liturgy of the Word emphasizes our call to rejoice. We 

rejoice because the Messiah is coming. We rejoice because God has fulfilled his promises. We rejoice 

because there is no more need for fear or anxiety. In Christ, we are fulfilled. Rejoice! One mightier is 

coming!   

LITURGY OF THE WORD  

In the first reading, a joyful hymn praises God for his removal of judgment of his people. Saint Paul 

assures the Philippians that the Lord is near, and that they should have no anxiety at all. In the Gospel, 

John the Baptist tells the people about the Messiah to come who will be mightier than him.  

  

UNIVERSAL PRAYER  

PRIEST: Confident in God’s care for us, we bring our prayers before him with one voice.  

  

1) For the Church in her mission to announce the Good News, may God’s light illuminate her path, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

  

2) For those who hold public office, may the Holy Spirit create in them a heart that works to 

protect the dignity and sanctity of all life, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

3) For all who suffer from fear or anxiety, may the Lord comfort them with his healing presence, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

  

4) For this faith community as we continue our Advent journey, may the Holy Spirit bring us to a 

renewed awareness of God’s presence in our lives, let us pray to the Lord.   

  

5) For those who have died in the light of faith, may they feast with the angels and saints in the 

presence of God, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

6) (Special petition/s)  

  

PRIEST: Almighty Father, hear and answer our needs this day. Through your Son, Christ our Lord.  
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