
SUNDAY, March 20, 2022           
The Third Sunday of Lent 
 
Readings: 1) Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15     2) 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12      3) Luke 13:1-9 
 
 

 
FOCUS: God offers everyone salvation and freedom; it is an offer we are free to accept or 
reject. 
 
Today’s readings remind us that salvation and eternal life with God require our repentance from 
sin and turning away from our old ways to embrace a new life with him. He invites us to participate 
in his mission and bear fruit for the kingdom. The offer, however, remains ours to accept or reject.  
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 
In today’s first reading, Moses encounters God in the burning bush. God reveals to Moses his 
plan to free the Israelites. Saint Paul writes that not all who were freed from bondage in Egypt 
remained faithful, warning them to take care not to fall. In the Gospel, Jesus warns the people 
that failure to repent will result in their perishing, and then he tells a parable of a fig tree.  
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Calling upon our loving Father, let us lift up our needs and those of the world. 
 
1) For the Church, may God’s love and mercy be abundant upon her, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 
2) For people throughout the world, may they be blessed with leaders who work diligently 

for peace and justice, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) For those whose hearts are burdened by sin and who struggle to trust in God’s mercy 

and forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
4) For our faith community, may the Lord’s teaching shape our lives and his grace conform 

us to his heart, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For those who have died, may they find peace and eternal rest in the presence of God in 

heaven, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Gracious Father, receive the prayers that we lift up to you today. We ask this in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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