
Sunday, December 4, 2022           
The Second Sunday of Advent 
 
1) Isaiah 11:1-10 
2) Romans 15:4-9 
3) Matthew 3:1-12 
 
FOCUS: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand! 
 
In the waters of baptism, we have been claimed for Christ. As we gather on this Advent Sunday, 
we recall and celebrate our rebirth in grace and our mission to prepare the way for the Lord. At 
the heart of this celebration is our repentance and our desire to be renewed with the spirit of the 
Lord. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
Isaiah foretells the advent of the Messiah: Upon him will rest the Spirit’s gifts, and with him will 
come knowledge of the Lord. Saint Paul challenges the community to live in harmony with one 
another and to glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the Gospel, John the 
Baptist preaches a message of repentance.  
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Let us present our petitions to God, mindful of the many blessings he has bestowed 
upon us. 
 
1) For our Holy Father and all who exercise authority in the Church, may the Holy Spirit 

continue to draw them ever closer to Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For governments and world leaders, may the Prince of Peace guide them in 

pursuing peace and understanding in times of conflict, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
3) For all who struggle to find meaning and direction in their lives, may the light of Christ 

shine forth as a beacon in their search, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For those of us gathered here, may God’s grace make this season a time of renewal and 

blessing as we open our hearts to the continuing presence of Christ, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 
5) For those who have died marked with the sign of faith, may they come to share in the 

fullness of life with the risen Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Loving Father, in Christ Jesus you reveal your tender mercy for all nations. Listen to 
our prayers and in your mercy, answer them according to your holy will. We ask this through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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