
Sunday, December 11, 2022           
The Third Sunday of Advent 
 
1) Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 
2) James 5:7-10 
3) Matthew 11:2-11 
 
FOCUS: Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at hand.   
 
On Gaudete Sunday we rejoice with all the earth in anticipation and preparation for Jesus’ birth 
and the coming of his kingdom. We, like John the Baptist, are blessed and included in the 
kingdom of heaven, not because of what we do but what Jesus does for us. 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD  
 
In the first reading, Isaiah describes how the earth will rejoice when the Lord comes to save his 
people. In the second reading, James encourages patient hearts, for the return of the Lord is at 
hand. In the Gospel, Jesus praises John the Baptist as God’s messenger and assures John’s 
disciples that he is the one John has been seeking.   
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: As we await the coming of the Lord and his kingdom, let us offer our needs and 
prayers of this day to him.   
 
1) That Christ may form Church leaders into prophets and messengers to prepare his way, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) That the Lord, our Judge, may bring vindication and divine recompense for the 

oppressed of our world, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
3) That Jesus may bless with joy and gladness all experiencing sorrow and mourning this 

holiday season, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
4) That this Eucharistic community may be granted the gifts of wisdom and fortitude, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 
5) That those who have died may be crowned with everlasting joy by our Lord in heaven, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Lord God, there is nothing more powerful than your grace and mercy. Hear our 
prayers and grant them, we ask, through Christ our Lord.  
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