
Sunday, January 29, 2023 
The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time           
 
1) Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13 
2) 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
3) Matthew 5:1-12a 
 
FOCUS: God’s ways are not our ways. 
 
Today’s readings make clear that God’s ways are not the status quo. Each reading demonstrates God’s glory in the 
most unlikely of people – the weak, the humble, the lowly. Conventional wisdom is rendered moot by God. These 
readings challenge us to reflect on our own biases as to who is worthy and who is to be admired. Whose ideals are 
we striving to live by? 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
The first reading explains that those who live by God’s ways will be protected. In the second reading, Saint Paul 
reminds the Corinthians that God used their lowliness to demonstrate Christ’s glory. The Gospel shares the 
beatitudes given by Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount. 
 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
PRIEST: Confident that God hears and answers all of our prayers, let us join in offering him our petitions for our 
needs and those of the world. 
 
1) For the Church, may she continue to be a beacon of hope to all by boldly proclaiming the Gospel message 
and assisting those in need with kindness and compassion, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
2) For the leaders of nations, may they, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, establish laws that 
safeguard the sacredness and value of all human life from conception to natural death, let us pray to the Lord.  
 
3) For those in our society who are vulnerable or marginalized, may they find a sense of solidarity with caring 
Christians and may they be strengthened through prayer, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
4) For all members of this faith community, may we seek out those who need to hear the Good News and 
assure them of God’s love and mercy, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
5) For our loved ones who have died, may they be welcomed into the heavenly kingdom, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 
6) (Special petition/s) 
 
PRIEST: Gracious God, your ways overturn conventional wisdom. We offer our prayers today in the hope that, in 
granting them, your glory will prevail and penetrate even the most desperate of situations. We offer them through 
Christ, our Lord. 
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